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MCC (AW/NAO/NAC) Ryan J. Courtade, is a native of Michigan, an Eagle Scout and a 1999 
graduate from Traverse City West High School. He immediately joined the Navy after High 
School and reported to Recruit Training Command Great Lakes in July.   
 
Courtade attended the Basic Still Photography Course at the Defense Information School, Fort 
George G. Meade, Md., graduating at the top of his class as the Honor Graduate.   
 
Upon graduation, his first assignment was at Special Project Patrol Squadron One (VPU-1), 
Brunswick, Maine, where he served as an Aircrew Aerial Photographer for four years, advanced 
to Petty Officer Second Class, and earned his Naval Aircrew and Enlisted Aviation Warfare 
Specialist Wings. While in the VPU-1, he deployed and flew missions in support of multiple 
operations, including the Kosovo Campaign, Operation South Watch, Operation Enduring 
Freedom in Afghanistan, Operation Enduring Freedom in the Philippines, Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and many others like Operation Anaconda. 
 
Next, he was selected as a member of the Naval Flight Demonstration Squadron “Blue Angels,” 
where he served as the Leading Petty Officer of the Public Affairs shop and Aerial Photographer 
for four years.  He advanced to Petty Officer First Class, attended the Intermediate 
Photojournalism Course, earned his Naval Aviation Observer Wings and re-qualified as an 
Enlisted Aviation Warfare Specialist. 
 
His next assignment was as an instructor at the Defense Information School (DINFOS), where he 
served two years as the Leading Petty Officer of the Basic Mass Communication Specialist 
Course, and two more as the team Chief for the Digital Multimedia Course.  He was the 
DINFOS 2008 Sailor of the Year, and became the only Sailor certified as both a MTS and a 
DINFOS Master Instructor. In 2010 he was promoted to Chief petty officer. 
 
From Aug 2011 to May 2012 Chief Courtade attended the Military Photojournalism Course at 
Syracuse University graduating on the dean’s list.    
 
Chief Courtade is now assigned to Expeditionary Combat Camera where he serves as the 
Training Chief and flight program manager. He recently completed a deployment in support of 
Hurricane Sandy, operating from the USS San Antonio, USS Wasp and ashore in New York and 
New Jersey. 
 
His personal awards include two Air Medals (strike/flight), the Joint Service Commendation 
Medal, two Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medals w/ combat “V’s”, three Joint 
Service Achievement Medals, two Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medals, and four Good 
Conduct Medals. 

 


