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/ /  W e ’ v e  c o m e  a  l o n g  w a y . . .

Most of us remember the long walk 
through the yards, hard hats and 

countless man-hours spent getting the ship 
ready to rejoin the fl eet.  The blood, sweat 
and tears put into the revitalization of USS 
Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71) will forev-
er leave a mark on Naval history.
     2013 has proven to be one eventful 
year for Theodore Roosevelt, even with 27 
years of active service under her belt.    
    There is much more to look forward to, 
but for now, here is a look back...



/ /  j a n u a r y

J anuary 2013 was not  only the 

dawn of  a  new year  for  Theodore 

Roosevel t ,  i t  was also the dawn of  a 

new era  for  the mighty ship. 

     The month marked the beginning 

of  the end of  TR’s four-year  refuel ing 

and complex overhaul  (RCOH).  Janu-

ary was also the beginning of  a  shif t 

f rom a product ion-based mindset  to 

an operat ional-based mindset .  

     During the month of  January,  TR 

hosted the Deputy Secretary of  De-

fense Ashton Carter.  TR also held the 

third XO Readiness  Exercise  (XORE) 

to  tes t  the operat ional  readiness  of 

the crew.





/ /  f e b r u a r y
TR ’s change of  command 

highl ighted the month of 

February as  the carr ier  cont inued to 

move closer  to  operat ional  s ta tus . 

     Capt .  Daniel  C.  Grieco rel ieved 

Capt .  Wil l iam J .  Hart  as  TR’s new 

commanding off icer.   The ceremony 

took place in  hangar  bay three short-

ly  af ter  the hangar  deck had been 

layered with a  f resh coat  of  non-skid 

for  the f i rs t  t ime in  near ly  four  years . 

     TR’s  crew cont inued to  press  on 

with t ra ining and exercises ,  br inging 

i t  one s tep closer  to  re joining the 

operat ional  f leet .





/ /  m a r c h

P owered by s team from The Big 

St ick’s  reactors ,  TR’s cata-

pul t  system once again je t ted down 

the f l ight  deck as  i t  had four  years 

ear l ier. 

    Test ing the catapul t  system was a 

milestone for  TR that  prepared the 

ship to  do what  i t  does  best ,  launch 

aircraf t . 

   As the rehabi l i ta t ion of  spaces  con-

t inued,  TR began to  look good as  new 

and ready to  operate  once again. 





/ /  a p r i l

R ear Adm. Kevin J .  Kovacich 

rel ieved Rear  Adm. Walter  E. 

Carter,  J r.  as  Commander,  Carr ier 

Str ike Group 12 during a  change of 

command ceremony.

    Sai lors  a lso celebrated the month 

of  the mil i tary chi ld  with a  chi ldren’s 

safar i .

    Onboard TR,  Sai lors  completed 

anchor  drops and their  f i rs t  physical 

readiness  tes t  of  the year.





/ /  m a y

TR bid farewell  to  Command Master 

Chief  Jack R.  Cal l ison and welcomed 

aboard Command Master  Chief  Bi l l  J .  Smalts . 

    The ship cont inued making progress  with 

the turn ship event ,  which al lowed for  cont in-

ued work and tes t ing.  Supply department  a lso 

opened The Big Sip for  Sai lors  to  enjoy special-

ty  Starbucks coffee while  a t  work. 

    Off  the ship,  the TR motorcycle  c lub s tar ted 

their  monthly r ides  and Sai lors  celebrated mil i -

tary night  a t  a  Norfolk Tides  basebal l  game.





/ /  j u n e

TR Sailors  took a  day off  to 

enjoy food,  music  and 

act ivi t ies  under  the sun at  the annual 

command summer picnic .

    Sai lors  updated the ship’s  bat t le 

lanterns  to  make them more eff ic ient 

and cont inued t ra ining effor ts  to  get 

underway.

     TR advanced 285 Sai lors  to  the 

next  pay-grade in  a  f rocking cer-

emony held at  Huntington Hal l  in 

Newport  News,  Va.





/ /  j u l y

A fter years  of  preparat ion,  TR 

and her  crew completed Crew 

Cert i f icat ion III .  The process  that 

evaluated the aircraf t  carr ier ’s  s ta te 

of  readiness  to  go to  sea with a  qual i -

f ied crew.

     Sai lors  took a  break to  cool  off  

a t  an ice  cream social  onboard the 

ship during an XORE.

     Sai lors  on duty for  the Fourth of 

July also got  an amazing front  row 

seat  for  the Newport  News f i reworks.





/ /  a u g u s t

TR set sai l  and returned to  i ts 

homeport  a t  Naval  Stat ion Nor-

folk af ter  four  years  in  (RCOH).

     TR shif ted colors  while  boatswain’s 

mates  put  their  pract ice  into play and un-

moored the l ines  f rom the Newport  News 

Shipbui lding Pier.

       After  four  days at  sea,  Sai lors  in  their 

dress  whites  l ined TR’s f l ight  deck as  the 

ship pul led into Norfolk.











/ /  s e p t e m b e r

TR headed back out  to  sea and 

completed i ts  f i rs t  launch 

and arrested landing in  more than 

four  years  during f l ight  deck cer t i f i -

cat ion and carr ier  qual i f icat ions.

      Morale  Welfare  and Recreat ion 

(MWR) held events  ranging from ka-

raoke to  video gaming competi t ion.

     Also while  underway,  newly-se-

lected chiefs  were advanced during 

a  pinning ceremony,  and the crew 

completed general  quarters  exercises 

a t  sea for  the f i rs t  t ime in  four  years .

     TR also completed i ts  underway 

replenishment  cer t i f icat ion tes t . 









/ /  o c t o b e r

A s Fall  crept  in ,  TR’s crew was 

at  sea once again.  The month of 

October  saw several  events  that  were 

new to many of  the Sai lors  aboard. 

     Training Air  Wing 1 embarked on 

TR and conducted i ts  f i rs t  a i rcraf t 

carr ier  launches and landings.  This 

evolut ion tes ted the ski l ls  of  new 

pi lots  and their  abi l i ty  to  launch and 

land on an aircraf t  carr ier  for  the 

f i rs t  t ime. 

     The ship also conducted a  burial 

a t  sea for  the f i rs t  t ime in  four  years . 

During the solemn ceremony,  Sai lors 

aboard TR laid to  res t  f ive former 

service members  and one spouse.  





/ /  n o v e m b e r

TR welcomed aboard the 

X-47B Unmanned Combat 

Air  System Demonstrator  (UCAS-D) 

and completed two underways this 

month.

      During the underways,  Sai l -

ors  competed in  Damage Control 

Olympics  and cont inued with f l ight 

operat ions.

      The ship also kicked off  the hol i -

day season with the command hol iday 

par ty  and celebrated a  Thanksgiving 

meal  onboard for  those Sai lors  on 

duty.













/ /  d e c e m b e r

T heodore Roosevel t  made i ts  way to 

Flor ida to  conduct  f l ight  operat ions 

and carr ier  qual i f icat ions for  the new 

pi lots  in  Training Air  Wing 1 and 2.

      Two hundred and for ty-nine Sai l -

ors  were frocked to  the next  pay-grade 

during a  mass  ceremony in  the ship’s 

hangar  bay during the f i rs t  week of 

underway.

      TR also held a  ceremony in  the 

hangar  bay to  honor  those who lost  their 

l ives  during the at tacks on Pearl  Harbor. 

The Blue Jacket  of  the year,  Inter ior 

Communicat ions Electr ic ian 3rd Class 

Alexius  Russel l ,  jo ined the off ic ia l  par ty 

to  commend a  commemorat ive wreath to 

the sea.





//  s e e  y o u  n e x t  y e a r  //

A s TR enters  a  new year,  the ship 

and her  crew press  forward with 

t ra ining,  carr ier  qual i f icat ions and 

work-ups in  preparat ion for  future 

deployments . 
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“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong 

man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The 

credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred 

by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes 

short again and again, because there is no effort without error and shortcom-

ing; but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthusi-

asms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the 

best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, 

if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be 

with those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.”

      -Theodore Roosevelt 


